
A  P R AC T I C A L  B U Y E R ' S  G U I D E

MOVING TO
PARIS,
ONTARIO
The four areas, the everyday realities, and
the property checks worth doing before you
buy.

RYAN CAMPBELL
Benson Crew · Real Broker Ontario Ltd.
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R E A D  T H I S  F I R S T

START WITH THE TRADE-OFFS, NOT THE
POSTCARD

02

Paris is compact, but buying here is not one
decision. It is a choice between different
housing eras, different daily routes, and
different kinds of due diligence.

I live and work in Paris. My plain-spoken advice is to
decide what you want your normal Tuesday to look like
before you fall in love with a kitchen.

Do you want an older street near the historic core, or a
newer home with a more subdivision-style layout? Will you
drive most places? Are you comfortable investigating an
older foundation, or would you rather inspect grading,
builder work, and future construction around a newer
property?

There is no automatic
“best area.” There is the
area that fits your routine
and the house whose
trade-offs you understand.

Paris is shaped by the Grand and Nith rivers, a historic core, and
newer growth around it.

TOWN CHARACTER
Historic downtown,
riverside businesses,
parks, trails, and
multiple eras of housing.

TRANSPORTATION
Plan around driving.
Brant Transit is pre-
booked shared-ride
service, not a fixed-
route city bus.

Use this guide to narrow your search. Verify every address, school boundary, service, restriction, and
property condition before making a decision.

1. PICK YOUR HOUSING ERA
Older character and property-specific
investigation, or newer construction and
subdivision-specific checks.

2. TEST THE ROUTINE
Drive the commute, grocery run, school
route, and evening return at the times you
will actually use them.

3. INSPECT THE ADDRESS
A neighbourhood summary never replaces
the survey, title, inspection, zoning,
conservation, and document review.
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T H E  LO C A L  F R A M E W O R K

FOUR PRACTICAL AREAS, FOUR
DIFFERENT BUYER CONVERSATIONS

03

Paris does not work like a big city with universally agreed neighbourhood borders. These
four names are a practical way to organize a search and compare housing stock.

01 OLD PARIS

CHARACTER AND THE WIDEST MIX OF HOUSING ERAS
Established from the 1800s and built up through the 1990s, with very little new construction until roughly
2015-2016.

Best conversation: Which street, lot, renovation history, systems, and river-related constraints come with
this specific home?

02 GRANDVILLE

NEWER SOUTH-END HOUSING
Ryan's practical area name; listings may appear under the MLS community name Victoria Park. Much of
the subdivision-era growth dates from around 2015-2016.

Best conversation: Does the home's layout, lot, grading, traffic pattern, and builder finish fit the way you
live?

03 PARIS NORTH

RECENT GROWTH AND CONTEMPORARY LAYOUTS
A newer growth area, primarily associated with building from 2022 onward in Ryan's practical chronology.

Best conversation: What will the route, future surroundings, construction activity, and lot-specific details
feel like after the showing?

04 PARIS LINKS SUBDIVISION

THE NEWEST-GROWTH CONVERSATION
The official subdivision name for one of Paris's newer residential areas. Treat sales-office promises and
present-day surroundings as separate things.

Best conversation: What is built, what is approved, what is only proposed, and what appears in the
purchase documents?

IMPORTANT NAMING NOTE
These labels are a search framework, not legal boundaries. Use the exact address and legal description when checking schools,
zoning, utilities, conservation constraints, taxes, and title.
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A R E A  0 1

OLD PARIS: CHARM EARNS A CLOSER
LOOK

04

Old Paris contains a broad mix of streets, lots, renovations, and housing eras. Compare properties one at a time.

WHY BUYERS START HERE
Closer connection to the historic downtown and river-
town setting on many routes.

A greater chance of finding mature streets, distinctive
architecture, and non-cookie-cutter lots.

Housing can span many decades, so two nearby homes
may require completely different budgets and plans.

THE HONEST TRADE-OFF
Character is not a building condition. Renovations,
drainage, wiring, plumbing, insulation, structure, access,
parking, and insurance eligibility all depend on the
individual property.

ASK BEFORE YOU GET ATTACHED

For river-adjacent or lower-lying properties, do not rely on a listing description or visual guess.
Confirm conservation, flood, zoning, and insurance implications for the exact parcel.

A USEFUL SECOND SHOWING
Return after rain if possible. Walk the exterior slowly. Look at
grading, downspouts, retaining walls, basement smell, visible
patching, access to mechanicals, neighbouring grade, and where
snow will go.

DOCUMENTS MATTER
Review the survey if available, title issues, easements, permits,
property disclosures, rental equipment, and any heritage or
conservation implications with the right professionals.

What is the age of the roof, electrical service,
plumbing, heating, windows, and major additions?

□

Were renovations permitted, and are there records?□
How does water move across the lot during heavy
rain or spring conditions?

□

Is the property in or near a regulated, flood-related,
or special-policy area?

□

What will your insurer require for older wiring, fuel
systems, or other legacy features?

□

Where do guests park, and how practical is winter
access?

□
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A R E A S  0 2 - 0 4

NEWER DOES NOT MEAN ZERO
HOMEWORK

05

Grandville, Paris North, and Paris Links Subdivision offer more contemporary housing, but
the investigation shifts from age-related issues to builder details, grading, documents, and
future context.

AREA WHAT MAY APPEAL WHAT TO TEST

Grandville Newer south-end homes, contemporary
floor plans, and an established subdivision
feel in many pockets.

Rest Acres Road access, the exact commute, grading and
drainage, driveway/parking fit, builder finishes, and the
individual lot.

Paris North Recent housing, modern layouts, and
growth-era streets.

Drive time at peak periods, active construction, future roads or
uses, lot orientation, noise, and what is complete versus
pending.

Paris Links
Subdivision

Very recent subdivision housing and
current design choices.

Purchase documents, deposits and adjustments, assignment
or resale restrictions, construction timing, landscaping,
fencing, grading, and planned surroundings.

FOR A NEWER RESALE FOR A BUILDER PURCHASE

Never assume a vacant field will stay vacant. Check current County planning information and ask what
is approved, proposed, or merely discussed.

YOUR DRIVE TEST
Leave the candidate property at the time you would normally commute. Repeat the trip in the opposite direction.
Include your real stops - school, daycare, groceries, gym, family, and weekend routes - instead of relying on a
map's best-case estimate.

Ask for warranty and repair records.□
Check grading, settlement, drainage, and exterior
penetrations.

□

Confirm inclusions, rentals, fees, easements, and
restrictions.

□

Look past staging: storage, parking, furniture fit, and
backyard usability.

□

Test phone coverage, internet availability, and traffic
noise.

□

Use a lawyer who understands new-construction
agreements.

□

Separate renderings and sales talk from signed
contract terms.

□

Understand closing adjustments, occupancy, delays,
substitutions, and warranty steps.

□

Keep funds available for window coverings,
appliances, landscaping, fencing, and other post-
closing items.

□

Verify tax treatment and rebate obligations with
qualified advisers.

□
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E V E R Y DAY  PA R I S

TEST THE LIFE BETWEEN THE SHOWINGS 06

DOWNTOWN AND THE RIVERS
Downtown Paris sits at the meeting of the Grand and
Nith rivers. Its appeal is not only visual: it includes
independent businesses, riverside dining, paddling
access, and Wincey Mills. Visit on a weekday and a
weekend; parking, noise, and pace can feel different.

PARKS AND TRAILS
Paris Lions Park, 60 Laurel Street, includes
playgrounds, picnic areas, fields, washrooms, outdoor
fitness, trail connections, and access near the pool and
splash pad.

Green Lane Sports Complex, 8 Green Lane, includes
sports fields, a playground, parking, washrooms, disc
golf, and a leash-free area.

The Cambridge-to-Paris Rail Trail follows an 18 km
former rail corridor along the Grand River. Check
current conditions and rules before heading out.

TRANSPORTATION REALITY
Brant Transit is a pre-booked, shared-ride public
transportation service. It is not the same
experience as a fixed-route city bus network. If a
household member cannot drive, test the booking
process and actual trips before buying.

UTILITIES ARE ADDRESS-SPECIFIC
County of Brant provides municipal water and
wastewater where serviced.

Hydro provider varies by location between
GrandBridge Energy and Hydro One.

Natural gas service is through Enbridge (the County
newcomer page still references Union Gas/Enbridge).

Waste and recycling schedules must be checked by
address.

DO THIS BEFORE OFFERING
Run one weekday routine and one weekend routine from the
actual driveway. Notice turning movements, bridge crossings,
construction, train noise, school traffic, parking, and the final
five minutes home.
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S C H O O L S  A N D  C A R E

VERIFY BY ADDRESS - NEVER BY
ASSUMPTION

07

SCHOOL BOUNDARIES CAN CHANGE
Do not choose a house because someone says it “goes
to” a particular school. Use the exact address in the
relevant board's locator, then confirm directly with the
board before relying on the result.

PUBLIC BOARD
Grand Erie District School Board provides a school locator
and boundary maps. A new Paris elementary school has been
announced with a planned September 2028 opening, but
plans and boundaries can change before then.

CATHOLIC BOARD
The Brant Haldimand Norfolk Catholic District School Board
directs families to its School Eligibility calculator. Registration
starts with the home school identified for the address and
program.

QUESTIONS WORTH ASKING

HEALTHCARE: KNOW THE LEVEL OF CARE
The Willett Urgent Care Centre in Paris provides non-
emergent acute care. Its official page lists weekday
hours of 9 a.m.-9 p.m. and weekend hours of 10 a.m.-6
p.m., but registration may close early when capacity is
reached.

Urgent care is not an emergency department.
Call 911 or use an emergency department for
life-threatening conditions.

BUILD YOUR OWN CARE MAP

INFORMATION DATES MATTER
Hours, school boundaries, transportation rules, and
construction plans are changeable. Re-check them close to
your move rather than treating this guide as a permanent
directory.

Which school and program apply to this exact address
today?

□

Is transportation available, and under what eligibility rules?□
Are boundary reviews, accommodation changes, or new-
school plans underway?

□

Does the program you want have separate admission or
eligibility steps?

□

Confirm current urgent-care hours before relying on them.□
Identify the emergency department route you would
actually use.

□

Check primary-care, pharmacy, dental, specialist, and
veterinary needs.

□

For mobility or ongoing-care needs, test travel time and
accessibility from the address.

□
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P R O P E R T Y  D U E  D I L I G E N C E

CHANGE THE CHECKLIST WITH THE AGE
OF THE HOME

08

OLDER-HOME CONVERSATION NEWER-HOME CONVERSATION

A general home inspection is one layer, not a guarantee. The right specialists depend on what the
property, documents, and inspection reveal.

LEGAL
Have your lawyer review title, agreement
terms, adjustments, easements, restrictions,
and closing obligations.

TECHNICAL
Use qualified inspectors and specialists
when structure, drainage, roofing, electrical,
septic, well, environmental, or other systems
call for them.

FINANCIAL
Confirm financing, appraisal, insurance,
taxes, closing costs, and a realistic reserve
for immediate work.

The goal is not to find a perfect house. It is to know what you are
buying, what it will cost, and which risks you are willing to own.

Structure, foundation movement, moisture, drainage,
and grading.

□

Roof, windows, insulation, heating, cooling, and
ventilation.

□

Electrical service and wiring; plumbing supply, drains,
and sewer lateral.

□

Additions, finished basements, decks, and other
work: permits and quality.

□

Potential hazardous materials appropriate to the
home's age.

□

Insurance availability and conditions before waiving
protection.

□

Survey, boundaries, encroachments, easements,
access, and parking.

□

Conservation, flood, zoning, heritage, and special-
policy implications where applicable.

□

Builder history, warranty status, service records, and
outstanding deficiencies.

□

Grading, settlement, drainage, window wells, exterior
caulking, and roof details.

□

HVAC balance, humidity, ventilation, and basement
performance.

□

Lot orientation, retaining features, fencing,
landscaping, and backyard usability.

□

Road completion, construction traffic, noise, and
future phases.

□

Purchase agreement, adjustments, rental equipment,
easements, and restrictive covenants.

□

Condominium status, common-element obligations,
or fees where relevant.

□

Planned land uses nearby - approved, proposed, and
unconfirmed.

□
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YO U R  M O V I N G  P L A N

TURN THE MOVE INTO FOUR SMALLER
JOBS

09

BEFORE YOU WRITE AN OFFER
Test routes; verify schools and transit; check utilities and internet; understand zoning, conservation, and nearby planning;
price insurance; review the condition strategy; and estimate closing plus immediate-work cash.

ONCE THE OFFER IS ACCEPTED
Complete every condition on time. Coordinate inspections, lawyer review, financing, appraisal, insurance, title work,
document requests, and any specialist follow-up. Keep written records of what was represented and agreed.

TWO TO FOUR WEEKS BEFORE CLOSING
Arrange utility accounts, internet, insurance, movers, mail forwarding, address changes, school registration, prescriptions,
parking needs, waste schedules, and access details. Confirm what stays with the house.

FINAL WALKTHROUGH AND FIRST WEEK
Check condition, inclusions, damage, repairs, appliances, mechanicals, keys, remotes, meters, and vacant possession as
applicable. After closing, locate shutoffs, test safety devices, change access codes, and build a maintenance list.

ADDRESS-SPECIFIC SETUP FIRST-YEAR RESERVE
Keep a cash buffer after closing. Even a well-inspected home
can bring normal ownership costs: locks, filters, seasonal
service, tools, window coverings, drainage improvements,
landscaping, appliance repairs, or a contractor visit.

WASTE DROP-OFF
The Paris Waste Transfer and Recycling Station is at 40
Railway Street. Hours and accepted materials can change, so
verify before loading the vehicle.

Water/wastewater account□
Hydro provider□
Natural gas account□
Internet availability and installation□
Waste and recycling collection day□
Property-tax and payment details□
Mail and government address changes□
School and transportation confirmation□
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B U Y E R  W O R K S H E E T

MAKE THE TRADE-OFFS VISIBLE 10
Score each serious option from 1 (poor fit) to 5 (strong fit). Then write the reason. A
number without a reason is just a feeling dressed up as analysis.

Criterion 1 2 3 4 5

Daily route and commute □ □ □ □ □

Housing age / maintenance fit □ □ □ □ □

Lot, parking, and outdoor space □ □ □ □ □

School / care logistics □ □ □ □ □

Walkability / parks / trails □ □ □ □ □

Noise / construction / future context □ □ □ □ □

Inspection and document comfort □ □ □ □ □

Total monthly carrying comfort □ □ □ □ □

THREE NON-NEGOTIABLES
1.

2.

3.

THREE ACCEPTABLE COMPROMISES
1.

2.

3.

QUESTIONS FOR THE SECOND SHOWING

THE ONE CONCERN TO INVESTIGATE

Before offering, say this sentence out loud: “I understand the trade-off I am accepting here, and it is
__________.”

10



A  LO C A L  S E CO N D  O P I N I O N

NARROW THE MAP BEFORE
YOU BOOK THE WHOLE TOWN
If you are considering Paris, send me the way you actually live - commute, budget,
home style, must-haves, and the trade-offs you will not make. I will help you turn
that into a practical tour.

RYAN CAMPBELL, BROKER
Benson Crew · Real Broker Ontario Ltd.

Choose a time that works, or email me to plan your Paris home search.

BOOK A TIME RYAN@THECREWREALESTATE.COM

SEND THESE FIVE THINGS WHAT YOU SHOULD GET BACK
A short list built around fit, not a flood of listings.
Clear area and property trade-offs.

A plan for what to verify before the offer.
Direct answers when a property does not make sense.

This guide provides general information only. It is not legal, engineering, environmental, insurance, tax, lending, school-placement, or
medical advice. Conditions, boundaries, hours, services, approvals, and property details change. Verify current information for the exact
address with the responsible authority and qualified professionals.

Target move timing□
Comfortable budget range□
Required bedrooms / parking / work space□
Daily commute and regular destinations□
Older-home versus newer-home preference□

11
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S O U R C E S  A N D  V E R I F I C AT I O N

USE CURRENT, ADDRESS-LEVEL
INFORMATION

12

Accessed September 24, 2026. These links are provided so buyers can re-check changing information directly.

1. Downtown Paris BIA. Downtown setting, Grand and Nith rivers, businesses, dining, paddling, and Wincey Mills. https://downtownparis.ca/
2. County of Brant - Welcome to Brant. Water, wastewater, electricity, natural gas, and waste-service guidance.

https://www.brant.ca/community-and-support/welcome-to-brant/
3. County of Brant - Brant Transit. Pre-booked shared-ride public transportation. https://brant.ca/roads-parking-and-public-transit/brant-

transit/
4. Grand Erie District School Board. School locator and boundary maps. https://sites.granderie.ca/board/find_a_school/school-boundary-

maps
5. Grand Erie District School Board. New Paris elementary school announcement, planned for September 2028.

https://granderie.ca/news/2026/06/19/grand-erie-seeks-community-input-to-name-new-elementary-school-in-paris
6. Brant Haldimand Norfolk Catholic District School Board. Registration and home-school locator guidance.

https://www1.bhncdsb.ca/kindergarten/register-for-school/
7. Brant Community Healthcare System. Willett Urgent Care Centre services and posted hours. https://www.bchsys.org/en/care-

services/willett-urgent-care-centre.aspx
8. County of Brant facilities. Paris Lions Park, 60 Laurel Street. https://facilities.brant.ca/Home/Detail?...Id=5e3b3d0d-cd5f-4b6d-85ee-

8ab466b926fa
9. County of Brant facilities. Green Lane Sports Complex, 8 Green Lane. https://facilities.brant.ca/Home/Detail?...Id=e05e4537-da71-4172-

9a3e-590de5fe1fbe
10. Grand River Conservation Authority. Cambridge-to-Paris Rail Trail guide.

https://www.grandriver.ca/media/wgffjzfo/hbctrailsforwebaoda_2024.pdf
11. County of Brant. Paris Waste Transfer and Recycling Station, 40 Railway Street. https://www.brant.ca/garbage-and-recycling/garbage-

and-recycling-in-brant/landfill-and-transfer-station/

LOCAL AREA FRAMEWORK
The four-area structure and housing-era chronology reflect Ryan Campbell's working local framework. “Grandville” is Ryan's practical
name for the south-end area and may be listed on MLS as Victoria Park. “Paris Links Subdivision” is the official subdivision name.
These are not legal boundary definitions.

PHOTO CREDITS
Photos are illustrative of Paris and the surrounding area and should not be used to infer the condition or surroundings of any specific property.

12

https://downtownparis.ca/
https://www.brant.ca/community-and-support/welcome-to-brant/
https://brant.ca/roads-parking-and-public-transit/brant-transit/
https://brant.ca/roads-parking-and-public-transit/brant-transit/
https://sites.granderie.ca/board/find_a_school/school-boundary-maps
https://sites.granderie.ca/board/find_a_school/school-boundary-maps
https://granderie.ca/news/2026/06/19/grand-erie-seeks-community-input-to-name-new-elementary-school-in-paris
https://www1.bhncdsb.ca/kindergarten/register-for-school/
https://www.bchsys.org/en/care-services/willett-urgent-care-centre.aspx
https://www.bchsys.org/en/care-services/willett-urgent-care-centre.aspx
https://facilities.brant.ca/Home/Detail?_mid_=152664&ScrollTo=facilityResultsContainer&Page=3&Id=5e3b3d0d-cd5f-4b6d-85ee-8ab466b926fa
https://facilities.brant.ca/Home/Detail?_mid_=152664&ScrollTo=facilityResultsContainer&Page=3&Id=5e3b3d0d-cd5f-4b6d-85ee-8ab466b926fa
https://facilities.brant.ca/Home/Detail?CategoryIds=&FacilityTypeIds=20310&Keywords=&ScrollTo=google-map-trigger&CloseMap=true&Id=e05e4537-da71-4172-9a3e-590de5fe1fbe
https://facilities.brant.ca/Home/Detail?CategoryIds=&FacilityTypeIds=20310&Keywords=&ScrollTo=google-map-trigger&CloseMap=true&Id=e05e4537-da71-4172-9a3e-590de5fe1fbe
https://www.grandriver.ca/media/wgffjzfo/hbctrailsforwebaoda_2024.pdf
https://www.brant.ca/garbage-and-recycling/garbage-and-recycling-in-brant/landfill-and-transfer-station/
https://www.brant.ca/garbage-and-recycling/garbage-and-recycling-in-brant/landfill-and-transfer-station/

	MOVING TOPARIS,ONTARIO
	START WITH THE TRADE-OFFS, NOT THEPOSTCARD
	1. PICK YOUR HOUSING ERA
	2. TEST THE ROUTINE
	3. INSPECT THE ADDRESS

	FOUR PRACTICAL AREAS, FOURDIFFERENT BUYER CONVERSATIONS
	CHARACTER AND THE WIDEST MIX OF HOUSING ERAS
	NEWER SOUTH-END HOUSING
	RECENT GROWTH AND CONTEMPORARY LAYOUTS
	THE NEWEST-GROWTH CONVERSATION
	IMPORTANT NAMING NOTE

	OLD PARIS: CHARM EARNS A CLOSERLOOK
	WHY BUYERS START HERE
	THE HONEST TRADE-OFF
	ASK BEFORE YOU GET ATTACHED
	A USEFUL SECOND SHOWING
	DOCUMENTS MATTER

	NEWER DOES NOT MEAN ZEROHOMEWORK
	FOR A NEWER RESALE
	FOR A BUILDER PURCHASE
	YOUR DRIVE TEST

	TEST THE LIFE BETWEEN THE SHOWINGS
	DOWNTOWN AND THE RIVERS
	PARKS AND TRAILS
	TRANSPORTATION REALITY
	UTILITIES ARE ADDRESS-SPECIFIC
	DO THIS BEFORE OFFERING

	VERIFY BY ADDRESS - NEVER BYASSUMPTION
	SCHOOL BOUNDARIES CAN CHANGE
	PUBLIC BOARD
	CATHOLIC BOARD
	QUESTIONS WORTH ASKING
	HEALTHCARE: KNOW THE LEVEL OF CARE
	BUILD YOUR OWN CARE MAP
	INFORMATION DATES MATTER

	CHANGE THE CHECKLIST WITH THE AGEOF THE HOME
	OLDER-HOME CONVERSATION
	NEWER-HOME CONVERSATION
	LEGAL
	TECHNICAL
	FINANCIAL

	TURN THE MOVE INTO FOUR SMALLERJOBS
	ADDRESS-SPECIFIC SETUP
	FIRST-YEAR RESERVE
	WASTE DROP-OFF

	MAKE THE TRADE-OFFS VISIBLE
	THREE NON-NEGOTIABLES
	THREE ACCEPTABLE COMPROMISES
	QUESTIONS FOR THE SECOND SHOWING
	THE ONE CONCERN TO INVESTIGATE

	NARROW THE MAP BEFOREYOU BOOK THE WHOLE TOWN
	RYAN CAMPBELL, BROKER
	SEND THESE FIVE THINGS
	WHAT YOU SHOULD GET BACK

	USE CURRENT, ADDRESS-LEVELINFORMATION
	LOCAL AREA FRAMEWORK
	PHOTO CREDITS



